Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 AMMAN 05323 061126Z 

12 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

096777 

O061125Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 5296 

SECRET AMMAN 5323 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652 XGDS-1 
TAGS: MASS IS US 

SUBJECT: JORDANIAN REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
FOR UNDERSECRETARY SISCO AND ATHERTON 

1. PRIME MINISTER RIFAI HAS JUST PHONED AND ASKED IF WE 
CAN PROVIDE HIM WITH SOME GENERAL DETAILS ABOUT PENDING 
ISRAELI REQUEST FOR AID. HE SAID THAT HE UNDERSTANDS 
FROMPRESS REPORTS THAT IT IS ABOUT 2.5 OR 2.6 BILLION 
DOLLARS FOR NEXT YEAR AND THAT HE HAS ALSO BEEN 

LED TO BELIEVE THAT LANCE AND F-15 ARE INCLUDED WITHIN 
THE REQUEST. 

2. HE SAID HE DOES NOT WANT WIDE DETAIL BUT A FEW 
GENERALITIES WILL BE HELPFUL TO THEM IN 
UNDERSTANDING SITUATION. HE DID NOT SAY SO 

BUT HE KNOWS VERY WELL THAT WE HAVE PROVIDED ISRAELIS 
WITH INFORMATION ON PENDING JORDANIAN REQUEST FOR 
AIR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT, AND I SUSPECT THAT HIS REQUEST 
IS A LITTLE BIT OF "TURN ABOUT IS FAIR PLAY" ON 
THE PART OF THE GOJ. 

3. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE IS FIGHTING A DEADLINE 

ON THE REQUEST AND WONDERS IF I CAN GET AN ANSWER 
BACK FOR HIM BY NOON LOCAL TIME (5.00 AM EST) 

TOMORROW, AUGUST 7. 
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4. RECOGNIZE PROBLEMS THIS SORT OF AN APPROACH 
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RAISES AND MADE NO PROMISES TO RIFAI. 

HOWEVER IF THERE IS SOME GENERAL DATA WHICH CAN BE 
MADE AVAILABLE AND IS QUITE POSSIBLY ALREADY IN 
THE HANDS OF CONGRESS AND THE PUBLIC I 
BELIEVE IT WOULD SATISFYHIS NEEDS AND PROVIDE 
AN ADDITIONAL ASSURANCE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING 
TO BE EVEN ANDED IN OUR TREATMENT OF OUR 
MIDDLE EASTERN FRIENDS. 

PICKERING 


SECRET 
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